48            BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH
The Amir offered to cede some other fortress instead of
Bukkur and requested to see Burnes personally. But Burnes
would not hear of it. As he himself put it, he *' asked a plain
question and wanted a plain answer."33 Would Rustum sign
the treaty or not ? Yes or no? No higgling. The poor old
man had to say " yes " and put his signature, though not with-
out hinting that, as he had been humiliated by the surrender
of Bukkur, his enemies, the Hyderabad Amirs, ought to be
deprived of Karachi.34
Thus upper Sindh was satisfactorily settled. But the
Hyderabad Amirs were still procrastinating. They had not
agreed to receive a subsidiary force. Their men had even
plundered the stores collected in Hyderabad for Keane's
army. It was necessary to coerce them. Thinking of military
operations against them, Burnes declared that " nothing on
the record of Indian history will be more justified than our
bringing these men to reason." 35 Sir John Keane marched
against Hyderabad, and the reserve held in readiness at
Bombay was ordered to embark for Sindh. This latter force,
on landing at Karachi, captured the town and the fort,36 while
" down the left bank of the Indus went Sir Willoughby Cotton
with his troops glorying in the prospect before them. The
treasures of Hyderabad seemed to lie at their feet. Never was
there a more popular movement, the troops pushed on in the
highest spirits, eager for the fray, confident of success. An
unanticipated harvest of honour, and unexpected promise of
abundant prize-money was within their reach." 37 The Amirs
quailed before the storm and agreed to the terms of the treaty
offered by Pottinger.33 Cotton's troops returned without either
the prize-money or what Sir John hoped would be " a pretty
piece of practice for the army." 39
33 P. P. 105, p. 106.
34 P. P. 105, p. 106.    The Amir even said that if Karachi was not seiz-
ed, be would commit suicide.    This shows the  natural jealousy of the
Amirs and the degree of their patriotism.
35 P. P. 69, p. 72, November llth, 1838.
** P. P. Nos. 139, 143 and 144.
37  Kaye : History of the War in Afghanistan, VoL I, pp. 396-97.
38 P. P. No. 151.
39 Napier, VoL I, p. 75.